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WESTMINSTER NURSERY SCHOOL PLAY POLICY
“Play is the child’s work” – Froebel 1826

“Play in all its forms is a powerful scaffold for children’s learning” – Janet Moyles 2005
Children need plenty of time and space to play, both indoors and outdoors, therefore

play and exploration has been given a central role within the Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum at Westminster Nursery School. 

The school aims:
To deliver a curriculum that promotes active, busy and purposeful play by organising, structuring and channelling children’s learning activities. To ensure the best possible opportunities for play are provided both indoors and outdoors and allow positive, educational learning to take place.

Young children should be outdoors as much as indoors and need a well-designed, well-organised, accessible, integrated indoor-outdoor environment.

The outdoor environment should provide opportunities for children to engage in planned and freely chosen play experiences and should offer risk, challenge, variety and fun.

Being outdoors has a positive impact on children’s sense of well-being and helps all aspects of children’s development.

Being outdoors offers opportunities for doing things in different ways and on different scales than when indoors.

The following are statements from the basic framework of the policy.

We believe play is appropriate because:
· It acknowledges an understanding of the way young children learn, through practical, hands-on, meaningful experiences.

· It gives a context for acquiring a broad network of knowledge, skills and understanding.

· It allows children to be creative, to explore, to investigate and to draw conclusions for themselves.

· It ensures access to all areas of the curriculum.

· It allows children to make sense of the world through direct experiences, re-defining, re-enforcing, and readjusting their own perceptions.

· It provides opportunities to develop children’s thinking, to be self-motivating and independent in their learning.

Outcomes
· We aim to provide a stimulating environment with easily accessible resources, to help children become independent learners and to develop their creativity and imagination.

· To provide play contexts which are well planned and resourced, to allow children access to the early years curriculum, and to foster all aspects of children’s development.

· To provide appropriate, good quality materials and resources which reflect careful planning, which enable children to interact at their own level of development and allow for progression.

· To positively encourage all children to have equal access to all play experiences and challenge stereotyped ideas about play.

· To encourage children to explore everyday situations in their play.

· To respect and value play and, as adults, interact sensitively when appropriate.

· As adults, to allocate time to observe children at play and to monitor their development in all areas of the curriculum to inform future planning of play provision.

Guidelines
Appropriate structured play areas have been set up giving the children access to :
· Outdoor play

· Small world play

· Construction equipment

· Book area with story props, puppets etc

· Imaginative play

· Creative play

· Investigative play

· Role play

· Resources are organised so that children can access them independently and take responsibility for tidying away.

· Planning of play experiences includes clear learning intentions linked to the areas of learning but also allows for play to arise from children’s own ideas.

· Planning takes account of issues of space, time, provision of resources (including equality issues) and adult interactions.

· Children are encouraged to use materials creatively and imaginatively and to reflect on play experiences.

· Adults take time to observe children at play in order to make valid assessments of learning and behaviour.

· Activities are planned in response to observations of the children – this enables adults to ensure progression in play.

· Adults interact sensitively with children to heighten the quality of experiences and build upon the children’s interest.  Adults regularly monitor, evaluate and develop the provision they make for play.
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